XX Meeting of the Forum of the Ministries of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean

 28-31 March 2016, Cartagena, Colombia

Decision 11. Oceans 
The Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean,

Recalling the outcome document, entitled “The Future We Want” of the Rio+20 Conference, which emphasises "the importance of conservation and sustainable use of oceans and seas and their resources for sustainable development, including through its contribution to poverty eradication, sustained economic development, food security, creating sustainable livelihoods and decent work, and at the same time, the protection of biodiversity and the marine environment and measures to address the effects of climate change."

Considering the Sustainable Development Goal No. 14, whose purpose is to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the ocean, seas and marine resources for sustainable development in its three dimensions: social, environmental and economic.
 

Taking into consideration Aichi Targets, such as target 11
 that highlights the importance of establishing Marine Protected Areas and Marine Reserves to ensure the protection of ecosystem processes, habitats, biodiversity and marine species. 

Bearing in mind the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its recognition of the ocean as a carbon sink of greenhouse gases, as mentioned in article 4.1 (d) of this international instrument, and a means of livelihood to reduce poverty. 

Highlighting the threat posed by sea level rise to the very existence of some Small Island Developing States, a threat recently increased in light of the latest scientific information.

Recognising with concern some phenomena and activities that have seriously affected the sustainability of the ocean and its resources, such as overfishing, the use of destructive fishing techniques, the illegal, undeclared and non-regulated fisheries, ocean pollution, especially with plastic products, and acidification as consequence of climate change.

Considering that coral reefs and associated ecosystems such as mangroves and seagrass are key ecosystems which provide great socioeconomic benefits to States and recognising with concern their vulnerability and the state of deterioration. 

Further recognising the serious adverse effects of climate change on the oceans throughout Latin America and the Caribbean and particularly in countries such as Small Island Developing States of the Caribbean which threatens food security and livelihoods and whichwill increase in magnitude and frequency if urgent measures are not taken regionally and globally.
Also recognising the ongoing efforts in Latin America and the Caribbean undertaken by regional, sub-regional and national organisations in support of conservation, protection and sustainable use of coastal and marine resources.

Paying particular attention to the marked increased in the level of human activity in the deep oceans and the interest in accessing genetic resources of marine biological diversity. 

Recognising the importance of the adoption of the United Nations General Assembly  Resolution 69/292 on ‘Development of an international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction’, where countries from the region participate.
Considering the importance of the ocean for the welfare of the countries, due to its cultural, economic and environmental value for stability and protection and conservation of marine and coastal ecosystems.

Decide to
1. Recognise the importance of the ocean in the fight against climate change, both in its role as a sink for greenhouse gases and the challenges for adapting to the adverse consequences of climate change in oceans, seas and marine resources, acidification and the rise in sea level.

2. Also recognise the importance of the integrity of all ecosystems including oceans, which has been included in the Paris Agreement adopted recently in the Climate Change COP21, which will apply to countries that subscribe. 
3. Takes note of the United Nations General Assembly resolution No. 70/226 of December 2015, which calls for a United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas and Marine Resources for Sustainable Development.

4. Promote the exchange of information among countries on efforts to create and manage measures for coastal and marine areas, such as marine spatial planning and the creation of Marine Protected Area systems, focusing on strategies to manage, protect and conserve ecosystems and the services they provide, and preserve marine biodiversity, while ensuring livelihoods and food security, and to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change.
5. Encourage marine spatial planning as a technical instrument for the protection, conservation and sustainable development of regional marine species. 

6. Enhance cooperation among countries member of the Forum in the protection, conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources to its fullest extent, identifying synergies and taking advantage of mutual learning experiences through exchange of experts and promotion of scientific research, particularly for ecosystem-based adaptation approaches relevant to national circumstances.

7. Express their interest to collaborate against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing through regional cooperation, and jointly strengthening national capacities of countries in order to prevent, deter and eventually eliminate this illegal activity.

8. Strengthen regional cooperation to ensure the protection, conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and also promote dialogue and exchange of experiences between the different sub-regional bodies dealing with this matter.
9. Encourage regional and national efforts to reduce pollution resulting from plastic waste and illegal ghost fishing nets which affect ocean health in the region.

10. Identify during the intersessional period of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, starting from the XX meeting of the Forum through a regular system of meetings and follow-up, a work plan in consultation with relevant regional, sub-regional and national stakeholders in order to advance the elements mentioned in this decision.
� Target 11: By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water areas and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscape and seascape.





